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[bookmark: _GoBack]Technology has always fascinated me. How innovation has taken the world from the Stone Age to the technological revolution of the present day is nothing short of a wonder to me. My fascination with technology led me to study Electrical and Electronics Engineering. 
During my programme at the university, I took courses in power systems, digital electronics, and software development. Though I loved all the branches of my field of study, I was particularly intrigued by software development. I discovered that powerful solutions could be built by simply writing lines of code. I mastered the Java programming language to the point of building an application to simulate data communication for my final year project. This project gained traction in my department and my school sponsored its publication in the International Journal of Electrical and Computer Engineering (IJECE). 
Before my undergraduate days were over, I was convinced I wanted a pursue a career in Information Technology. After graduation, I worked towards securing internships in the Information Technology sector and I successfully interned as a software engineer in a leading financial technology services company. Having gained experience designing digital solutions and writing market-ready applications, I took up the role of a scrum master and project manager to drive digital transformation at Stanbic IBTC. 
The oil and gas sector accounts for about 80% of Nigeria’s exports. The potential benefits of digital transformation to this critical sector are numerous. To name a few, Artificial Intelligence can assist in the discovery and prediction of oil fields with large reservoirs. Machine Learning is also very instrumental in predictive analysis, where powerful algorithms can assess issues and automatically trigger intelligent actions for remediation. 
Though digital transformation has given both performance and cost benefits to many industries all over the world, a recent study by Deloitte revealed that the Digital Maturity Index of the oil and gas industry was lower than other sectors. It has become imperative to drive digital technology in this industry. 
As the implementation of the Petroleum Industry Act (PIA) comes into effect, the Nigerian oil industry is well-positioned to move into its full commercial potential. The process automation capabilities that digital technology provides would significantly boost the PIA efforts to increase our reserves and improve our production capacity.  When the oil and gas sector starts to maximise the gold mine of digital transformation, the development of the Nigerian economy would be accelerated. Companies in this sector would remain resilient in the face of fluctuating oil prices and frequent layoffs of staff would be averted. The surrounding communities would also be impacted by the corporate social initiatives these companies would be better positioned to offer. 
I believe this opportunity offered by the Petroleum Technology Development Fund will position me to be of influence in the oil and gas industry. The knowledge and skills acquired during my study will enhance my technical capacity and empower me to create practical solutions to present-day industry problems.
